BY  ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

Christians (if you will pardon me). The original book lay
within the volume of divine decrees of the Seventh
Heaven. A devout Moslem used to wear the bulk of the
Quran strapped to each arm and the rest somewhere about
his person, contained in little round silver boxes engraved
with texts. Our creed, proclaimed by the Mullahs each
time they exhort the faithful to prayer, runs 'There is no
God but the one God; Muhammad is the prophet of God;
God's mercy upon him/ "

"Ali, nephew of the Prophet, who married Muhammad's
daughter, especially appealed to our imagination. He was
the most handsome man ever created. If his glory be
weighed in the balance of exalted sense, against the highest
mountains, they would appear as no more than a lentil
seed, for the sun made a crown of glory in the shadow of
his umbrella. Had not his perfections been in the idea
of the Creator, Eve had remained eternally a virgin, and
Adam a bachelor. Sparkling rubies hide themselves in
the earth in mines, ashamed not to be bright enough to be
counted among Ali's treasures. The sun is but a glittering
beam of the clasp of his girdle. It were sinful to compare
him with a man, for how could a poor earthly lamp pretend
to compare with a diamond of the clearest water ? He is
the Lion of God, whence we say that a Persian lion would
never kill a Shi'a, only a Sunni. If the victim of a lion
said to him 'Ya Ali,3 the lion would pass him by, but if
he said *Ya Omar,' the lion would straightway demolish
him."

"That sounds very bigoted on the lion's part," we
ventured.

Rumi was quite red in the face after his flight of
eloquence, but defence of his religion spurred him to further
efforts.

"The Sunnis retorted by saying that they considered it
more meritorious to kill one Shi'a than seventy Christians,"
he said. "Originally our creed preached tolerance but
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